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Boolean Operators

Search Techniques Part I

Directions:  Underline your answer for questions 1-4
1. Which term or phrase may NOT be used as a Boolean operator? 

a.  AND
b.  BUT
c.  OR
d.  NOT


2. Underline the correct statement. 

a.  Using the Boolean operator AND between terms narrows a search by requiring that all terms
     be present in each record.

b.  Using the Boolean operator AND between terms broadens a search.

c.  Adding the Boolean operator AND to a search generally increases the number of records retrieved.


3. To locate records containing the concept DRUGS but not the concept PRESCRIPTION, which search
strategy would you use?  

a.  drugs AND prescription

b.  drugs NOT prescription

c.  drugs OR prescription


4. Using BING (http://bing.com) as your search engine, plug in the following search terms.  Write the number of hits in the result column.  


	Search Terms
	Results

	Poverty
	     

	Crime
	     

	Poverty AND crime
	     

	Poverty OR crime
	     

	Poverty NOT crime
	     


5.  Try your own search.  Your topic is:  How to succeed as a high school freshman   
DO NOT use Google as a search engine – we will tackle Google in the next session.  

Use AND, OR, NOT.  Use each search term at least once.  One search needs to use all three operators.
	Type your Search Terms 
	Search Engine Used
	Number of Results

	
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Explain which operator(s) search string pulled the most useful results for your topic.  Why?
Print a screen capture (print screen button) of the one you choose and staple it to the back of this handout.  Paste the screen capture onto the bottom of this page.  
